
 

 
 

Human Rights Defenders under pressure -  

challenges of their work and how to support them  
 

Thursday, 25 April 2013 

Venue: Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany, Vlašská 19, Malá Strana 
 

13.30 – 14.00 Registration 

14.00 – 14.20    Introduction   

Detlef Lingemann, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to the Czech Republic 

Jiří Schneider, First Deputy Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic  
 

14.20 – 14.40 Current trends in the use of legislation to regulate the work of human 
rights defenders 

Margaret Sekaggya, UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 
 
14.40 – 14.55 Role of national institutions 
 
Monika Šimůnková, Human Rights Commissioner of the Czech Republic 
 
15.00 – 16.00 Panel discussion and discussion with the audience 
 
Margaret Sekaggya, UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 
Monika Šimůnková, Human Rights Commissioner of the Czech Republic 
Wenzel Michalski, Director Human Rights Watch Germany 
 
Chair: Jakub Klepal, Executive Director of the Forum 2000 foundation 
 
 
Please join us for a glass of wine after the discussion. 

 

 

 

 

Working language is English 

Please register until 24 April: pr-10@prag.diplo.de 

 



Margaret Sekaggya - UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 
 
In March 2008, the Human Rights Council appointed Mrs. Margaret Sekaggya as Special Rapporteur on the 
situation of human rights defenders. Mrs Sekaggya is a magistrate from Uganda and was the Chairperson of 
the Uganda Human Rights Commission from 1996 to 2008. She has also served as the  
Chairperson of the Network of African National Human Rights Institutions.  
Between 2006 and 2008 she was a member of the United Nations High Level Task Force on the 
Implementation of the Right to Development. Mrs. Sekaggya is conversant with the work of the African 
Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights, the African Union, the African Peer Review Mechanism and the 
New Partnership for Africa's Development. She has also participated in the drawing up of a Bill of Rights for 
the East African Community. She further has experience on the human rights situation concerning groups like 
people affected and infected with HIV/AIDS, the disabled, children, women and the elderly, and in the 
organization of elections. In addition to her work at the international level, Mrs. Sekaggya is the Executive 
Director of the Human Rights Centre Uganda (www.hrcug.org <http://www.hrcug.org>), an NGO set up in 
2008 to protect and promote the rights of human rights defenders in Uganda.  
 
More information about the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the  
situation of human rights defenders is available at  
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/SRHRDefenders/Pages/SRHRDefendersIndex.aspx 
 
Mgr. Monika Šimùnková - Human Rights Commissioner of the Czech Republic 

She graduated the Faculty of Law in Prague in 1999. During her study she was granted one year scholarship at 
the german fakulty of law in Passau. After the graduation she worked for a few years in the german law firms. 
In 2002 she passed the attorney exam. In 2003 she made an internship in London in a law firm.  
Since March 2004 she has worked as a lawyer in the Our Child Foundation, January 2008 she became a vice 
director. She was responsible for all legal issues, she participated in improving of the legislation regarding 
children in the Czech Republic She was responsible for managing of a few projects, of which the most 
important was the phone line for legal advice concerning children and relating legal problems.  
 
She participated in many international projects concerning children (in 2005 under the EU program 
AGIS ?Study on the actual extent of phenomena of missing and sexually exploited children in the Czech 
republic) and at international conferences dealing with the topic. She was a member of the Management 
Council of the EURONET (the European childrenŽs Network). She founded the Czech Hotline regarding fight 
against child pornografy and was responsible for its membership in INHOPE Association.  
In February 2011 she was appointed by the Czech government as the Czech Human Rights Commissioner. 

Wenzel Michalski - Director Human Rights Watch Germany 
 
Wenzel Michalski joined Human Rights Watch in September 2010 as the Germany Director, responsible for 
communications and advocacy. Before joining Human Rights Watch, Michalski worked in journalism for 
more than 20 years, specializing in news and current affairs. He served as managing editor, presenter, and 
London bureau chief for ProSiebenSat1, one of Germany's leading broadcasters. Prior to that, he was 
commissioning editor for documentaries at ARD/NDR public television. In his position, Michalski works 
towards giving Germany a stronger voice in support of human rights. Michalski graduated from Hamburg 
University, where he studied history and politics.  
Follow Wenzel Michalski's German Twitter channel: @WenzelMichalski  
 

 



Jakub Klepal – Executive Director of the Forum 2000 Foundation   
 
Executive Director of the Forum 2000 Foundation, Member of the Supervisory Board for the Association for 
International Affairs and a Member of the Board of Directors of the Association for Democracy Assistance 
and Human Rights (DEMAS), where he served as Chairman in 2009--2010. He is also a representative for 
DEMAS in the European Human Rights and Democracy Network (HRDN). Jakub Klepal has been working 
with the Forum 2000 Foundation since 2004. Previously, he worked as an analyst with the Research Centre of 
the Association for International Affairs. He has also worked as a journalist. He was a research scholar at the 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México and a Fulbright Scholar at the Monterey Institute of International 
Studies in the USA. Jakub Klepal is a graduate of the Faculty of Social Sciences at Charles University as well 
as a graduate of the Joseph M. Katz Graduate School of Business at the University of Pittsburgh. 


